Kate Walker was our latest Writer-In-Residence to stay in one of the three writers’ retreats at Katharine Susannah Prichard Writers’ Centre.
Kate hails from Newcastle and is a fiction and non-fiction writer for children and young adults. Kate has been writing since she was 27 and in that time has won Australian Children’s Book of the Year three times, American Library Association Awards and a German award called the Eselsohr Award, to name a few.

Notable books by Kate Walker include Peter, Mitch 2 Sue, Changes and Other Stories and The Dragon of Mith.
The following is what Kate had to say about her stay at KSP.

“I loved my time at the KSP Retreat. This is writer’s heaven. I have no sense of how long I’ve been here. It seems to have been a timeless sojourn. Except for the fact that it’s now ended, and all too soon.

My cabin was the coziest writing space. Airy and full of light. Plenty of hot water. Comfortable bed. Big desk. Fantastic chairs. One thing I really liked was the refrigerator. Most fridges, especially when you’re confined to the same room as them, turn on and off with a mighty clunk and most notably through the night. Not the little Whirlpool in my room. You probably don’t know this but it comes on softly and makes a breezy whispering sound like a wind huffing through the paperbarks outside. It actually helped me fall asleep at night.

I’ve been to a number of writers retreats around the world and this one is up there with the best of them. Being set in the grounds of an actual writer’s home makes it special beyond compare. Coming up to the house to cook my meals, or just to wander through the rooms, was a treat every time. I think Katherine would be pleased with the ‘writing farmlet’ her home has become.

Writing is hard. Writers need places like this where they can get away from life’s distractions and demands. After years of distractions, it’s become a necessity for me. I doubt I could keep on hammering the keyboard if I couldn’t cloister myself away regularly, even for short amounts of time. I’m sure there must have been days, if not years, when setting up and maintaining this retreat weighed heavy on tired shoulders. Thanks for sticking it out.

In my three weeks here I’ve make good inroads into my novel. Best of all I spotted the tell-tale signs of some damn-awful problems – dragons in hiding! – and smoked them out and wrestled them to the ground. So the book I go home with is in far better shape than the one I arrived with, and a writer can’t thank anyone enough for that.

I’m sure I’ll be back, and I look forward to it.

Best wishes to all,

Kate”
