Too few teacher librarians for BER libraries. House Inquiry Report needed.
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2802 school libraries are being built with the government’s BER funds, more than any other type of building. Another 435 school libraries are being refurbished. Almost half of all primary schools, 46%, are receiving funding for school library buildings. Previously these primary schools had no free standing library or had demountables, so these school communities, with few exceptions, would be happy with the government’s BER program.

What school communities are not happy about is staffing and funding of these libraries. “One in five do not have qualified teacher librarians, according to a recent survey of the Children’s Book Council of Australia.  And 36% of state schools surveyed have library budgets of less than $5000”, says CBCA President, Marj Kirkland.

“This is while three quarters of independent school budgets are greater or equal to $20,000, and some over $100,00.”

The CBCA survey is the most recent and comprehensive survey in Australia and was part of a submission (one of 382) to the government’s recent four month House Inquiry into School Libraries and Teacher Librarians.  The completion of this inquiry has been interrupted by the election. It is now up to the next government to ensure that the Inquiry report gets completed and that recommendations are addressed.

“$3,829,282,610 of federal BER money will go to construction or refurbishment of school libraries.  But without funds for up-to-date books and digital resources, will they be only empty shells? Without qualified staff, can they be anything more than a warehouse?” asks Georgia Phillips, co-founder of The Hub: Campaign for Quality School Libraries in Australia.

Mrs. Phllips says, “21^st century students need the skills of locating and critically evaluating information, especially from the internet and subscription databases. 21^st century students need to be excited about reading to develop wider learning and literacy.  21^st century students need challenging, authentic learning experiences to develop critical thinking. The expert available to support classroom teachers in this is the teacher librarian.”


“Yet Inquiry submissions show that in Tasmania, of the 57 government schools receiving a new or refurbished library, only 7 have a teacher librarian. In the Northern Territory, where 62 new or refurbished school libraries have been approved for funding only three will have fully qualified staff.”


“State and federal governments have a responsibility to see that all students have equitable resources,” says Mrs. Phillips.  “Why should independent schools use their well staffed and well resourced libraries as selling points, while state school libraries are allowed to decline?
All sides of the political spectrum must ensure that the Inquiry Report gets tabled and all Australian students have quality school libraries with qualified teacher librarians.”
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